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2. 5** Formulae for Introduction and
Conclusion of an Argumentative Essay

2.1 Elements of an Introduction (TAIPO?)

RIRFESTE RS

2.2 Introduction Sample

2015 DSE Writing Script [Part A]
Question: A recent article in the Young Post suggested that an 8:00 am start
to the school day makes students feel tired and sleepy. Write to the editor of

the Young Post expressing your views on the following:
Have you ever seen students with weary faces on the streets in the morning?
[Question] Given that school starts at 8:00 am [KW], it is an omnipresent

phenomenon that students wake up very early in the morning [KW] I

[Punctuation] probably 6:00 am or 6:30 am I which makes them feel
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exhausted. As a Secondary Six student of Hong Kong College [Identity], | am

writing this letter to [Aim] elaborate on the reasons why students feel

2015 DSE Writing Script [Part B]

Do you have friends who travel abroad to complete their schooling, be it

across AiRFETTEIRESL > ToRAD

_ Read this article [Aim] to find out more about theml

AIRETERBE > S0 ABTZRE

importance of perseverance and hard work, and enhancing English level. If

you are still wondering which club you should join, why not read this article

to figure out more about the benefits of joining the Poetry CIubI
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2.5 Elements of a Conclusion

AIRETEIRBE > S0 ATZEIE

2.6 Conclusion Sample

2015 DSE Writing Script [Part A] (Typed Version)

It is deplorable that students feel exhausted when they go to school early in
the morning. Given that the root problems leading to this phenomenon are
academic pressure and little self restraint [Summary], a 9:00 am start will
not solve the problem [Restate stance]. It is hoped that students can
establish good time management skills and realize the importance of

sleeping — so that we will no longer see weary faces in the morning! [Hope]

2015 DSE Writing Script [Part B] (Typed Version)
Given the desirable English environment and liberal learning style overseas

[Summary], parents are more keen on sending their children abroad to

AIRETERDBE > S0 ATREIEE
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3. Expanding Ideas and Rebuttal Skills
3.1 How to Expand Your Ideas [RICEE]

AIRFESTTEIREE > &

Reason

AIRFETTERSBE > &

[noun phrase] is so [ad]j] that [SVO].

It is not that difficult to understand the reason why SVO.

[contributes to/ bring about/ lead to/ trigger/ give rise to/
pffect)].

n this manner, ......

— 5 21



Sample

© 2019 Miracle Talent Education (Hong Kong) Limited All Rights Reserved
FEREFTA » BHENSE

3.2 Eleven Easy Ways to Make Convincing Rebuttals

(IR B RIS R

® Causal relationship

B CA: A—>B
B Rebuttal:

® A-X>B

€ C - B (Not okay) "EH] DI H{HEEH 5—{[# Factor EF T HE

4z o BRI A I (RS 54 B R A

B CA: Engaging in extra-curricular activities will cause students’

academic performance to decline.

B Rebuttal:

The crux of the matter ([F7EJE45)  lies in their time management

only. Students who are equipped with excellent time management

skills can strike a balance (HU15°Fff7) between extracurricular

activities and studying so it is not a definite (A9R[)) cause of

the decline in academic performance.

WIS 4R FEEER 24
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B CA: Students will focus more on their academic studies with the

removal of PE lessons in the curriculum.

B |INVALID Rebuttal: Students nowadays are addicted to computer

games (C). Therefore, they tend to spend most of their time

indulging in the virtual world and will not focus more on their

academic studies. (B).

B [Whereis A? This is C = B without mentioning A (key) at all, thus the

rebuttal is invalid!]

B CA: Students will focus more on their academic studies with the

removal of PE lessons in the curriculum.
B Rebuttal:

Students nowadays are more likely to be hooked on playing

AIREREIREL . 5 NS

families cannot afford them.
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B Rebuttal:

AIRFESTEREE > &

B CA: Some parents claimed that learning through drama could
adversely affect students’ academic performance for they associate

the fun drama orders with distraction.

® Isolated case

B CA: Teenagers can strike a balance between their studies and part-
time jobs and achieve brilliance in both fields. They are not

contradictory to each other.

B Rebuttal: Admittedly, some capable students equipped with

extraordinary time management skills may perform well

RIS AR L E R 26
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academically even when they need to work on a part-time basis, but

they are only a small minority. Teenagers who are still in their
developmental stage usually find it insurmountably difficult to strike
a balance between the two and will fail in either field in the long

term.

AIRFETERSE -

salary.

RIS AR L E R 27



Sample

© 2019 Miracle Talent Education (Hong Kong) Limited All Rights Reserved
FEREFTA » BHENSE

that
h the

and

than disadvantages.

® Availability of alternatives

B CA: Opponents may claim that hiring more social workers will place
a heavy burden on the schools. The school is now facing a lack of

funds.
B Rebuttal:

Alternatives are always available. The government will always assist

schools with initiatives that are beneficial to students’ development.

We can also ask for help from our generous alumni. The financial

strain can be alleviated by readily available alternatives.

AIRFETTERSBE > &




Sample

© 2019 Miracle Talent Education (Hong Kong) Limited All Rights Reserved
FEREFTA » BHENSE

B CA: Cheerleading will lead to chaos. Therefore, it should be

forbidden from sports day.

B Rebuttal: Yes, as students are mentally immature, cheerleading

without guidance may lead to chaos. However, with proper teacher

guidance and constant monitoring on the day, it is unlikely that

cheerleading will turn into chaos.

nts
ost
AREZEIRSE - BHRNEHI -

of

nowadays should be attributed to such a way of teaching students.
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® Mutual exclusiveness

B CA: Students should not attend tutorial classes because studying
hard can also help you achieve good results. It is unnecessary to

attend extra classes on top of the curriculum.

B Rebuttal: Attending tutorial classes and studying hard are not

mutually exclusive. Yes, studying hard alone may lead to satisfactory
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results, but learning examination skills in tutorial classes may help

expedite the process and help students grasps the key concepts

more effectively. Striking a balance between the two will help

students get the best of the two worlds.
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3.3 Further examples illustrating rebuttal skills

® From 2015 DSE Writing Part A My Own Script

In view of the alarming situation, some people suggest that a 9:00 am start
to the school day will solve the problem. However, | do hold some
reservations towards this view, given the fact that it does not tackle the root
[Effectiveness] of the problem. Apparently, students will have one more
hour to sleep — which is idealistic but unrealistic [Feasibility]. Owing to the
fact that students attach inordinate importance to academic results, rather
than to sleep for one more hour due to the late start of school, they will do
homework or revision instead. Anothe(r;possible situation is that students

will use the extra time on their favorite video games. At the end of the day,

the crux of the matter hinges on [Causal relationship] how students utilize

their time, but not how mucﬁ‘time they have. Stating school late will further

aggravate the problem, as students will return home later, creating a vicious

cycle. A better alternative [Availability of alternatives] is to reduce the
rest prevails over revising Until midnight: Given that teenagers have little
self-restraint, time 'management skills 'should also be cultivated to
amelioratethe habit of iprocrastination: In a sense that the crux of the

matter does not depend on the amount of time, a 9:00 am start will not

tackle the root problem, but will exacerbate the problem instead.
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4. Sample Essays and Vocabulary Analysis
4.1 2015 DSE Writing Script [Part A] (Typed Version) (40/42)

A recent article in the Young Post suggested that an 8:00 am start to the
school day makes students feel tired and sleepy. Write to the editor of the
Young Post expressing your views on the following:

- why students feel tired

- whether or not a 9:00 am start will solve the problem
Dear Editor,

Have you ever seen students with weary faces on the streets in the morning?

Given that school starts at 8:00 am, it is an omnipresent phenomenon that

students wake up very early in the morning — probably 6:00 am or 6:30 am
— which makes them feel exhausted. As a Secondary Six student of Hong

Kong College, | am writing this letter to elaborate on the reasons why
students feel fatigued (JE#) and to justify why a 9:00 am start will not

solve the problem.

VESCERAR P DL 2 D §i4E 72 WA AT ik a A A
1) Word > 468 E&EH “Synonyms”
2) Thesaurus & E
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HAR ! ELREA NG, TR EFHE T, THEFREER ), KB
Z IR [F) i vk R e A /D /DG [R] (ERME preposition AT REME[F], B

S R AR b Ay el R RS A )

DL R AL EE R 218 F Word Synonym/ Thesaurus 25, {H 4% Bifii
168 [F) EH b A ) ) R SR 222, ()22 G AR 1 i) B &L e DIARAE SCER AT
PLl—15 % Thesaurus —i81F, & B EMEME LR Z D A, H21E

SRR R AU o o e — 2K

Omnipresent: 5 [ /i & AN 7E 1
Al &% X5 5% . Popular/ Common/ Widespread/ Prevalent/ Pervasive/

Ubiquitous (& JEZ ALEH])

X
>

e.g. Itis prevalent for students to self-learn using electronic resources. =

i

A T B B8 R T R A
e.g. What a pervasive phenomenon that people in Hong Kong are living in

small flats! &N EEANF TR0 EEER .

Of all the reasons why students feel tried, none are as significant as the fact
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th gets.

Gi esults

ar their
ex s and
teachers. In a bid to pass exams with flying colors, students attend tutorial

centers which use flamboyant marketing campaigns and examination

techniques as the selling points. Afterwards, not only do they have to
complete the numerous stacks of homework, but they also need to revise
till midnight in order to achieve outstanding results. Worse still, addicted to
electronic gadgets [Reason], students rather glue their eyes to smartphones
and computer screens for relaxation than go to bed, which further exploits
their time for deep rest [Impact]. The bad news is: they have to wake up
early in the morning! Without a doubt, students feel exhausted due to a lack

of sleeping. [Small Conclusion]

Flamboyant: J#EEHY

A] B AR5 EE: Flashy/ Ostentatious/ Showy CJZHE)) /Exaggerating (i

SR

In view of the alarming situation, some people suggest that a 9:00 am start
to the school day will solve the problem. However, | do hold some

reservations towards this view, given the fact that it does not tackle the root
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of ep —

w t that

st sults,

ra ision.
An e to
pl atter
hinges on how students utilize their time. Starting school late will further

aggravate the problem as students will return home later, creating a vicious

cycle (5214 TEER). A better alternative is to reduce the amount of homework

and convey the message to students that sufficient rest prevails over (...LL....

EE ) revising until midnight. Given that teenagers have little self-restraint,

time management skills should also be cultivated (%) to ameliorate

the habit of procrastination. In a sense that the crux of the matter does not
depend on the amount of time, a 9:00 am start will not tackle the root

problem, but will exacerbate the problem instead.

Ameliorate: 3%/ 7RE%

A B ARCFEEE: Improve/ alleviate/ lessen

* JER ! Alleviate/ Ameliorate #YR LW E)Re] —— MR ? BMRAZH
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—EHPR 4 (or passive voice with a noun before it)

I improve [ lessen 5t & W/ A AR a] LA

e.g. CORRECT - The government should help alleviate/ ameliorate the
housing problem by increasing the supply of public housing.

INCORRECT - The housing problem can alleviate/ ameliorate if the

government increases the supply of public housing.
CORRECT = The housing problem can be alleviated/ ameliorated (passive

voice) if the government increases the supply of public housing.

e.g. CORRECT > The situation will improve/ the situation will be improved

(by someone)

e.g. CORRECT > The problem will lessen.

QERSEPR Y F S, HE8 Eararts, DUSWIWISE AT S), [ARE

B E H O AR ?)

CORRECT = The problem will be lessened.  ([¥5 &8 & (4 3 ) JEg ., D

Exacerbate: AL/ B

A BARFEEE: Intensify/ Aggravate> MNA)EhEE, 141 FR NOUN
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